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LETTERS ‘TO UNBELIE EVERS. 
RELIGIOUS OPINIONS OF THOMAS JEFFERON, 


FELLOW Citizens :—I conclude my last letter 
with the assertion that [ never knew a man, that 
Tnever heard of a man, that never read of a 
man, 


and patience, who remained an unbeliever, Iam 
therefore naturally led to notice the belief of 
those distinguished men of our country whom 


you claim as infidels’; and I'am bound to show, 


either that they were Christians, or that they were 
ignorant of the foundation on which Christianity 
securely rests. The following quotation from the 
Lectures of Frances Wright will disclose the 
names of some eminent individuals whom you 
are oxceedingly anxious to enrol on the jist of in- 
fidelity :— 

* Would not the American people do. better to 


seek the opinions of their great men in their good, 
_ works and those of their confidential contempo- 


rarijes, than in the trash of the tract-house and the 
libels of the pulpit? Would they not do well to 
understand, before they take alarm at the sense-! 
jess ery of infidel, that Washington, that Jeffer-| 
‘son, that Franklin, that John Adams, that Ethan] 
Allen, that Horatio Gates, and the nobler hust on 
worthies who secured this country’s 
ence, were all according to the priestly accepta: 
tion of a meaningless word, infidels ; that is, all 


* dishelieved the compound Jewish and Christiar 


system, and looked upon its mysteries and its mir- 
Lectures, p. 13. 

In the present communication [ wish to invite 
your attention to the religious opinions of Thos. 
Jefferson. E shall prove from his own writings 


and frons a letter from his grand daughter, “that! 


he called himself a Christian, and wished tobe so 
eonsidered by his fellow-men; that he disclaimed 


the name of unbeliever, and desired that his rep-| 
utation might never be blackened by the epithet) 


of infidel. ry 

1. Did Mr. Fefferson disclaim infidelity and call 
Christian ? 
r to the celebrated Dr. Rush : 


» 


independ- | 


Read the fillowing extract) 


In some of the dehenusall conversations with | 
you, in the eveningsof 1798—99, atid which ser-| 
ved as an anodyne.to the afflictions of the crisis 


| 


would give you my views of it. They are the 
different from the anti-Christian system imputed 
to me by those who know nothing of my opinions. | 
Tothe corruptions of Christianity I ain indeed 
opposed 
sus himself. “Tam a Christian, in the ouly sense 
in which be wished any one to be; sincerely at- 
tached to his doctrines,in preference to all others, 
ascribing to himself every human excellence,aind 


Lili. p.. 506. 
What do you make of this testimony ? 
ihe not affirm that bis views of the Gospel are 


equivocally declare himself a Christien believer ¢ 
Does he not ascribe to Jesus buman_ perfection, | 
every human excelletice 2 How can you dispose 

of<such explicit statements 2? Will unbelievers 
‘now assent to these declarations? No. ‘Let thens| 
no longer, then, claim a person whose very words 
pronounce their condemnation. 


What views did Mr. 


jing extracts fromm his published letters :— 
eee Inthis state of things among. the Jews, Jesus 
aippeared. Tlis parentage was obscure 3 ‘his con- |; 
dition poor; his education nifll; 
dowments great ; bis life correct: and innocent ; 
ihe was meek, benevolent,patient, firm, disinterest) 
‘ed, and of the sublimest eloquence. 


‘Ie correeted the deism of the Jews, oonfirm- 


‘giving therm juster notions of his attributes and 
His 
‘kindred and friends, were more 
than those of the most correct of the philosophers 


‘and greatly more so than those of the Jews: and 


docwines relating to") 


pare and perfect 


| gover rament, moral 


gathering all into one family, under the bonds of 
‘love, charity, peace, common, wants, and comimon 
aids, 

‘The precepts of philosophy and of the He- 


| 


brew code laid bold of, actions only. 
hisserutinies into the heart of man, erected his 
‘tribunal in the region of his thoughts, and purifi- 
ed the waters at the fountatn head. He taugh: 


ithrough which our country wasthen laboring, the) 
Christian religion was sometimes our topic ; and) 
jthen I promised you that, one day or other, Tj 


result of a life of inquiry and reflection, and very | 


; but notto the genuine precepts of Je-| 


’ believing he never claimed any other.—Works,) 
who had examined the evilences of natur-!vo 
aland revealed religion with honesty and candor | Doe: | 
ively different from that anti-Christian or infidel) 
lsystem sometimes jinputed to him by those igno*} ty and sublimity: of his moral precepts, 
rant of his religious opinions? Does he not un- es 


3 ; land L have 
PET BH Ee Hana COR sligion by t condemnation 
: : tas : | religion byte 2 3 
‘cerning Jesus and his religion?’ Read the follow-| ~“ 


his asta en: || 


‘ing them in their belief of one only God, and| 


dihe religion of the Jews. 


jthey went far beyond both in inenleating univer-|| 
sal philanthiopy, not only to kindred and friends, |. ‘The Christian 


He pushed!’ 


NUMBER 8. 


8 ee Se 
| was either doubted or disbalieved by the Jews ;— 
‘and wielded it with efficacy as an important in- 
| centive, supplementary to the other motives to 
moral conduct.— Works, vol. iii. pp. 598—9. 


| ¢ This free exercise of reason is all Lask for the 
We find 
\inthe writtgs of his biographers, . . . sub- 
of-the Supreme Being, aphorisms and 
"precepts of the purest morality and benevolence 
sanctioned by a life of humility, innocence, and 
isiiuplicity of manners, neglect of riches, abscence 


‘\ vindication of the character of Jesus. 


lime ideas 


jof worldly ambition and honors, with an elo- 
quence and persuasiveness which had not been 

These could not be the inyentions of 
g authors who relate them. They 
are far beyond the powers of their feeble minds. 
They show that there was a character, the sub- 


jject of their history, whose splendid conceptions 


/surpassed, 
jthe grovellin 


| 


were above all, suspicion of being interpolations 
from their hands.— Works, vol. iv. p. 326. 

¢Itis the innocence of his character, the puri- 
the elo- 
quence of the apologues in which he conveys 
them, that J so much admire ; sometimes,’ mdeed, 
needing iadulgence to Eastern hyperbolism,’— 
Works, vo}. iv. p. 821. 

Do your writers speak in this manner concern- 
ing Clirist and his Gospel ? . I have lately read 


juota lithe of the writings of modern unbelievers 


found nothing respecting Jesus and his 
Why, then, will you 
| persist in glaiming a man whose very words con- 
itradict your constant assertions ? But a few more 


) passages stiall finish this division, 
|. £The doctrines of Jesus.are simple, and tend all 
‘tothe happiness of man. 1. “That there is one 
"Touly Got, and he all-perfect. 2. That there 
lis a future state of rewards and punishments. 3. 
{hat to love God with all thy heart and thy neigh- 
These are 
pe great points on which he endeavored to reform 
-,... Had the doc- 
wines ot Jesus been preached always as pure as 
‘hey came frum his lips, the whole civilized world 
! would now have been Christian. —JVorks, vol, iv. 
|p. 349. : 
religion, when divested-of the 
jrags in which they have enveloped it,and brought 
‘o the original purity and simplicity of its beney- 
lolent institator, isa religion of all others most 
i friendly to liberty, science, and the freest expan- 
sion of tue buman mind.’—/Works, vol. iii, p. 


boras thyself is the sum of religion. 


463. 
“If the moral precepts innate in man, and made 
a partof his physical constition as necessary for 


‘emphatically the doctrine of a future state, which 


a social being, if the sublime doctrines of philam- 


SS 


- dhtopitn aii fa deism taught us ‘by Jesus of Nazar: 


wer 2! i 


eee RELIGIOUS INQUIRER AND GOSPEL AW! 


eth, in which all agree, constitute true religion, 
then without it, this would be,as you again say, 
‘something not fit to be named, even indeed in| 
hell’ —Worke, vol. iv. p. 301. 


1 could quote many more passages of a similar | 


description ; but these must be -suflicient to satis- 
#y the most skeptical that the writer never belong- 
edto your party. You must perceive the injus- 
tice of claiming one asan unbeliever who could 
conscientiously utter such sentiments respecting 
Jesus and, his religion. You ‘mast admit ‘that 
vour female leader has discovered bo small share 
of ignorance or dishonesty in her bold and unsup- 
poeried assertions. 
3. Did MeJefferson rejoice in the spread of 
ivistianity? Did*he desire to have ene denom- 
ination prevail? Or did he wish, like your wri 


4 


vere, to banish the Gospel from the face of the 
earth 2? Read the following extracts, and then de- 
cide - these inquiries for yourselves : 

«= rejoice that in this blessed country. of free 
inguiry and belief, which has surrendered its 
creed and conscience to neither kings nor priests, 
the genuine doctrine of one only God. is reviving ; 
United States who will not die a Uni- 
isrian.’—/orks, vol. tv. pp. 849, 350. 

-* Happy in 
orhnitive © 


leias 


Iiving tu the 


the prospect of a restoration of 
brivtianity, must leave to younger ath- 


opists of the middie and modern ages. faim not 
aware of the peculiar resistance to Unitarianisin|| 
which you ascribe to Pennsylvania .... This 


docirine has not yet been preached tous ; but the 
hreezg.o gins to be felt which precedes the storm, 
and fanaticism js all ia abustle, shutting its doors 
and witulows to keep it out. But it will come, 
foggy mists of Planteuism 
which bave/so long oliscured our atuosphere 
} am in hoper some of the disciples of your insti-| 
tunon (Harvard University) will become mission- 
arics to us of these doctrines truly evangelical,and 


and drive befpre it the 


Har 
open oureyes towhat has been so long hiden 
trom them, A. bold and eloquent preacher would 
be nowhere listened to wtth more freedom than 


iv this State, nor with more firmness of mind. . 
.. He mightbe excluded by our hierophants 


from their churches and meeting-houses, but 


would be attended in the fields by whole acres of 


hearers and thinkers. Missionaries trom Cam- 
uridge would soon be grested with more welcome 
than from 


' 
the trit 


Sueh ave my wishes, auch would be my welcomes 


warm and cordial-as the assurances of my esteem]? 


and respect for you. —Works, vol. iv. p. 354. 
“ Lhave to thank you for your pamphlets on the 
subject of Unitarianism, and to,express my grati-| 
‘fication with vour efforts for the revival of primi- 
uve Chiristiauity in your quarter... And a 
strong proof of the solidity of the primitive faith: 
is its restoration, as soon as a nation arises which 
vindicates to itself the freedom of religious opin- 
ion and its external divorce from the civil author- 
vy, ‘Khe pureand simple unity of the Creator of 
“the universe is now all but ascendent in the East- 
ern States ; itis drawing in the West, and advan- 


+ ye \| 
and F trust diat there is not a, young man now) 


to encounter and Jop off the false’ branches] 
owhich have been engratted into it by the mythol- 


theistical school of Audeyer.— 


anism become the general, religion of the United 


States.. The Eastern presses are giving us many 
excellent pieces on the subject, and Priestley’s 
learned writings on it are or should be in every 
hand.’—Works, vol. iv. p. 360. 

Many more passages of a similar import righ 
be quoted did my ebject require them or my lim- 
its permit their introduction. Is this the language 
of an unbeliever ? 
infidel? ~ Are these the wishes and desires of an 
anti-Christian. Let your own publications an- 
swer. 
and those expréssed above cause your silence in 
future respecting this distinguisked patriot. 

4, Did Mr, Jefferson feel hurt at- the iniputa-|- 
tion of infidelity 2. Did he speak of jnfidels asa 
class with which he bad po connexion? Did be 
accuse them of rejecting the Gospel without 
/proper inguiry 2 Foran answer to these iisitia 
lions, you. miay read the following extracts : 
| *J promised you that, one day or other, I dd 
igive you my’ views of the, Christian religion.— 


1 They are very different. from that anli-Chrishian 


lof my opinions.’—Works, vol. iii. p. 506. 


‘They [the Orthodox clergy] wish it to be be- 
lieved that he can have no religion who advocates! 
jils freedomo,.’--- Works, voliv. p. 194. 

‘They [the doctrines of Jesus] have been still, 
more disfigured by the corruptions of schismatiz-/ 
ling followers, who have found ap interest in soph-| 
isticating and per verting the simple doctrines he 
taught, by engrafting on themthe mysticisms ofa 
Grecian sophist, frittering them into subtilities, | 
and obscuring them with jargon, until they have 
‘caused good mento reject the whole in disgust, and 
\to view Jesus himself as as an wunposler.— 
iv. p. 849, / 

‘Their blasphemies have driven thinking men in- 
ito injidelily, who have too hastily rejected,ine sup- 
‘posed author himself,with the errers so falsely im-}! 
‘pated to him,’— Works, vol. iv. p. 249. 


‘ Ifhistories so unlike as A of Hercules anc: 
Jesus can by a fertile imagination and allegorical 


Works, vol. 


ss de 


Works, vol. iv. pp. 296--7. 
‘Was the writer an anti-Christian, when he dis 


ofthe good men who had rejected the Gospel in 
disgust on account of the absurdities of some’ be- 
lievere Ps 
‘been driven into infidelity, and too hastily rejected 
\the Christian religion, on account of the cruel doc- 
trines of Calvinism ? 1 suppose by this time you’ 
must be fully convinced that my position is proved.’ 
'Under each of the divisions Y could have greatly 
\enlarged. I an sorry to be oblieged to omit more 

than three quarters of the extracts I have made | 
from his works with a special reference to this 
| controversy 3 ; but the length ef my article warns 
me to conclude with the still more convincimg tes- 
timony which yet remains, 

5. Finally, then, I present you, in proof of my 
position, a letter which I have received from a 
grand-daughter of Mr. Jefferson, If any person 
ean know the truth on this question, it is this lady. 


cing towards the South; and I confidently ex- 


pect thatthe present generation will see Uniteri-l fither for a consideralile period, and from child-! heard atte 3 iu secret, will perhaps, 


For she was the constant companion of her grand- 


Are these the words of an} 


Let the infinite difference of your views) 


isystem imputed te me ly those who know nothing | 


‘interpretations be brought to the same tally, no line} 
lof distinction remains between fact and fancy.’—| 


And what is the meaning of all these remarks ? 


claimed the imputation of infidelity? Was he one 


Was he one of the number who bad! 


bis affect. 


hood enjo dy tos er 


ion and confidenca. 
“3 


— January 27, 1834. 
Sir—Your letter of the 23d January was this 
morning received, and I hasten to reply to it wil- 
ling togive all the information f can on a subject 
of so much personal interest to myself, but cormpel- 
led, for many reasons, to request that whatever 
use you make of the few details T have it in my 
power to furnish, my own name may be kept our 
of sight. I apprehend, however, { can add but }it- 
tle to tie information you already possess on the 
subject of Mr. Jefferson’s religious opinions, whieh 
judging from the spiritof your letter, is both cops 
ious aud correct. | Your plan of making his spealt 
for himselfis unguestionubly the best that can be , 
pursued 3 nordo I conceive it possible for one, at- 
‘ter au impartial perusal of his published works, 
to persist in applying to-him the name of infidel ; 
ja name which for himself he ever disclaimed.— 
‘Sill his letters on religious subjects are scattered 


‘through the body. of his correspondence, axd 


| much additional light. may be thrown on the na- 
ture of his opinions by their being brought togeth- 
in the able manner 
‘in which TL bave no doubt they will be in the work 
| you are about to publish, 

Hod regret that] can say but little of his last mo- 
iments, as f was unhappily for myself, absent froin 
jhis dying bed. But T have it on the testimony of 
others, that he died as he had lived, a Christian 
Whitess phe. He was perfectly aware of the ap- 


il 
| 
i 


jer, arranged, and condensed, . 


ja serenity most perfect.’ 
d 
jlife had been long and most purely virtuous. 


‘the latter part of it, however, his bodily sufferings 
| had been great, and although he had borne them 
with exemplary patience be could not but feel that 
[death came asa friend to release him froin the 
| burden of years and infirmities, He felt, too, that 
lb his Work was done; and even amid those wander- 

lings of the mind which precede dissolution and 
V inalite that the soul is already poising her wings 
for flight, the words, ‘Lord, now iettest thou thy 
‘servant depart in peace,’ were among the last that 
jhe uttered. He had previously given his parting 
‘admonitions to the younger members of the family ; 
whilst on each individual of the sorrowing friends 
who surrounded him he had bestowed some ex- 
|pression of comfort or tenderness. He died a 
Christian ; for allhough his views, of the mission 
of Jesus were to a certain degree peculiar and dif- 
ferent from i of others, yet he thought them 
ithe true ongs, nd claimed for himself ‘the name 
lof'a follower of Christ, Ie always said he was a 
Christian, in what he understood the true sense of | 
‘the word, and sccording to the’ doctrine which he 
| believed were truly those of Jesus. 


| Mr. Jefferson’s s character, in spite of the mis- 
|takes which prevail among many personS in re-_ 
gard to jt, was essentially Christian, and contd 
jhava been formed under no other influences than 
[those of the Gospel. He was, if ever man was, 
| merciful, pure in heart, a peace-maker, one who 
forgave his enemies not seven times but seventy 
times seven, doing his alms in secret, an 
not at the corners of the streets, but in v 
ment of his closet ; and his heavenly 


His thoughts were un- 
isturbed by self-reproach, fear, Or, regret, His. 


Kee eat 


proach of death, and his last days were marked by | 


In’ 


sce3 Roe wens 


Ns 


THE 


( 


RELIGIOUS INQUIRER AND Goer ah 


ANCHOR. By 


— re Se pot rhe 


Ss 


him ‘Guanly, when he shall receive from nen n the} 
justice-due to his trne character-and. principles. 
Mr. JSefferson’s religious opinions have been va-| 
riously represetited, and almost always misrepre:| 
sented. What I now assert 1 do on the authority, 


afhis own words and actions, heard and witnessed | 
He entertained the greatest possible| 


by myself. 
admiration and veneration for the charactor ant 
docirines of Jesus, end few, persons devote more! 


time than he did to the reading and study of the|| tion over the free thoughts of the mind, 


New Testament. He had carefully prepared for) 
his own use an abstract of the life and sayings of, 
Jesus, extracting from the writings of the evangel- 


to him of the greatest power and beauty, and ar-| 
ranging them soas to forns acontinuotis narrative 5 
but a copy of the New Testament as it stands was; 
always within reach of the chair which he usually. | 

oectipied when he wrote or read. 


sorrow he sought the rest which is offered to the 
j | 


heavy laden. Upon one occasion, having experi-| 


enced an affliction of the severest kind, 


‘ rupt the retirement of his grief, with the sacred) 


and.in this he continued to/) ‘ : ‘ Sia ih be 
ae) A : : | pression of the hope and expectation of rejoining} 
read, at intervals, the whole time during which the} : 


volume in his hands ; 


agony of his feelings absorbed all thoughts but 
those which even then he could -give to the words 
of the Saviour. 

Nor was bis Jove for the Scriptures entirely, 
confined to the writings of the evangelist. Al- 
though he never appeared to take the same pleas- 
ure m reading the Old Testament, yet there were| 


parts which he greatly admired ; many. of the | 


Psalms of David especially. Several of them I 

have heard him repeat from beginning to end, each, 

asthe twenty-third, ‘The Lord is my shepherd ; 
and the fifteenth, the metrical version of which, 

* Lord, who’ 

To thy blest 


5 the happy man that may 
{ courts repair?’ 


{ have seen them copied out in his own band more) 
than: once. He was also in the habit of writing 
down such occasional hymns as pleased and} 
satisfied him, and J have one or two written on 
smal] scraps of paper which | carefully preserve. 

It may be worth while to mention, in passing, 
that his voice and manner were particularly im- 
pressive when he read aloud, as he sometimes did | 
passages from the New Testament, or repeated, 
the Psalms of David. There wasa feeling and an 
earnestness in his tones which added much to the 
effect of whathe read. Ofsacred music he was) 
particularly fond, and especially of the old psalm-| 
tunes, which he regretted much to find giving 
way in favor of more modern compositions. His 
voice continued sweet apd unbroken to the last 
years of his life, and { have frequently heard him 
singing Passngcs of the old psalms. 


He was as regular an attendant at church as cir- 
cumstances permitted, and frequently overcame 
obstacles of roads and weather which might have 
deterred younger.and more vigorous men. He 

_ preferred the liturgy of the church of England to 
any other form of worship, and always kept by 


He frequently | | 
had recourse to it in his moments of retirement, | 
and never more than when under the’pressure of 


he was'| 


found by the person who first ventured to inter-) 


|preja 


ily he should be required to render 


~ e 4 . Dyce 94g 4 | 
ists such chapters or part of chapters as appeared | Bit to friendly inquiry, and even admonition, Mr. 


‘Jefferson was alwaysopen and gentle, and I h: ve | 


respect either to persons or what he considered 
dices. His’ worst enemies, have never, I be- 
lieve, charged him with hypocrisy, and his a 
tiov's of independance both in speech and action 
has often caused him to be misunderstood and! 
misrepresented, 


He was particularly sturdy on the subject of his|| 


religious belief, viewing with peculiar abhorrence | 


all attempts to establish any thing like an 


Inquisi- | 
particu || 
larly on subjects which, far beyond human juris- 
diction, lie between man and his God, to whom on- 


an 


been pleased and surprised to. see what differ 


religious persons would often carry away, 


which he equally with themselves admitted the) 


importance, altheugh perhaps bis particular views 


| might be different from their own. 


With regard to Mr. Jefferson’s belief in a future | 
state, he has himself expressly declared it in more| 
jthan one of his writings ; butit is alsoa fact that) 
the last words ever traced by his hands were-an ex- 


the wife of his youth, whom he had never, ceased | 
to regret, and a daughter’ whose untimely deatli|'!® 


jhad robbed him of one staff of his old age, al- 
jthough he was blest with a surviving daughter] 
| whose devoted affection to himself he tage by) 
the most unbounded attachment. 


Such, Sir, are the bestanswers [ can give to 
your questions addressed to me on the subject of; 
my dear giandfather’s opinions. But, after all,| 
ithe best answer to the accusations of his epen en- 


pretended friends, is to be found in the whole ten- 
or of a life passed in the exercise of every Chiris- 
tian virtue and devoted to the service of his fel 
low-men. A distinction which he liked to draw 
between the lessons of Heathdén philosophy and 
those of Jesus wis, that the former had for their 
object to teach man to take care of his own hap- 


happiness of others. Andifall were not happy 
who came within the sphere of Mr. Jefierson’s in- 
fluence, it was not for want of the most constant 
efforts on bis part ‘to make them so. Tn small 


things as in great the same ardent desire to do 
His 


good formed the spring of all his actions. 
kind offices beginning at home extended them- 
selves in circles until they reached the utmost 
limits of his powers.. At home he had been the 
best husband, and was the best father and grand- 


active friend, the most usefull neighbor. He was 
loved best always where best known. Those who 
approached him nearest were the most devoted in 
their affection and veneration, and it was only as 
men receded from him that they lost sight of his! 
true proportions, which thus became distorted 
through the mists of prejudice and lost the sym- 
metry which really belonged tothem. I repeat 
again my firm belief that such a character as Mr, 


him an Episcopalian praver-book. Such indica-||Jeffer son’s could have heen formed under no other 
tions as these are the more worthy of notice, be-|linfluences than those of the Gospel ; 3; that there is 
cause Mr. Jefferson is well known to have been aljin this world but one sort of tree € capable of beur- 


fearless and uneompromising aay paying smallling such fruit, 


asser- || 


account—} 


ent 
\ 
impressions from those which they brought, good | 
after} 
}} 
long and frank converse with bim on topics of; 


emies, and the more dangerous assertions of his| | 


;against him ? 
piness, whilst the latter turned his thoughts to the), 


father, the kindest master, the most faithful and) 


| Emake no a apol ogy for these enconiums on so 
‘near a relation. Mr. Jefferson has ceased to be- 
long exclusively to his family. He belongs to 
‘mankind, and we of his blood should consider our- 
selves as holding such information as. our situa- 
|tion in regard to him enables us to become poss SERS- 
‘ed of in trust for those who ask it of us, and whe 
we betieve, will make a worthy use of it. We 
speak as of one whom we love more ‘than others’ 


| 
| 


can do, simply because we have known him bet- 
this letter 
‘threw upon the truth, as it regards a good and great 


ter. Whatever light, therefore, can 


man, is yours, Sir, to make such use of as seems 


| best to you; reserving only, as my own privilege, 
|the right which belongs to every female, of ayoid- 
ling public notice. ] 

With sentiments of great respect, 
\ I remain yours, &c. — 


| ‘Now, unbelievers, what will you do with all this 
| mass of evidence? You cannot assert, with the 
i least shadow of truth, that Mr. Jefferson ever ut- 
| tered or published asyllable which contradicts a 
|single sentiment I have quoted. No.’ 
pinions he did corcially embrace. All this is pos- 
itive proof which cannot be refuted. But you can 
‘affirm that he has written some things which other 
| Christians reject, and that he has spoken plainly 
concerning some parts of the Scriptures, Calvin- 
m, the Orthodox clergy, and the apostles. All 
this T admit; but what does this prove? Because 
'T have expressed my honest views respecting hu- 
| man systems of divinity, ambitious priests, or some 
| thiegs recorded in the Bible, am I therefore to. be 
Netiaati among Unbelievers 7 


This is surely a ew 
mode of reasoning. for infidels; and. 1, will not 
| charge this abs sirity upon your system, until) J 


find it stated in your p wubli¢ ations. 


| You may ae contend that Christians of differ- 
leut sects have called, Mir. Jefferson an unbeliever. 
“This Tacknowledge; but what does this prove? 


| ‘Are you in the babit of taking. the assertions of 


‘Orthodox believers iu proof of any position which 
lyou reject? Why should you in. this instance ? 
/On what ground have they preferred this charge 
Simply because be did wot believe 


so much concerning Jesus ang bis religion as they 
! 


ididy Ts this treating hiny according to Gespel 


rules? Is this conduct consistent with the funda- 
imental. principles of Protestanism? ‘J freely 
igrant that my belief on several points of Ciyristi- 
anity differs essentially from ihatof Mr. Jefferson. 
{ do not know as he would agree in all particulars 
with any denomination in Christendom. But 
\what of all this? Is not the Bible the common 
standard of divine truth? Has he not as much 
right to investigate as any other individual ?— 
Must Ieondemn one neighbor for believing too 
much and another for not believing enough? Am 
I the infallible Pope? From whom have I receiv- 
ed any such commission? No. Tam bound by 
‘the Gospel to do unto others as I would have 
others do unte me, 1 have no, willingness to be 
called an infidel because 1 cannot, assent to the’ 
Rreed of my Orthodox friend ; neither have I any 
disposition to condemn Mr. Jefferson because he 
could not receive all the articles of my faith, co long 
as I know he wished to.be regarded a follower of 
Jesus. 


But the wrong-doing of Christians is no excuse 
for your misconduct. You profess to be govern- 


All these o- 


| 
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‘The vast whole 1 pray thee, to the remotest mountain of India— 
What fancied scene canbound? O’er its broad realm, || Solomon complied, and the very momen: he’ was- 
eae pe aA hk ca ior off, the spectre arrived. Solomon, (said he) 
m e. e respienaent hg ings urge 
id ba ibis flight See » dista: i salt how came that fellow here? I was to have feteh- 
| And ever distant from the vetgé of things. ed him from. the remotest mountain of India.— 
You have seen that he endeavored to regulate his|| So vast the space or opening space that swells, ‘Solomon answered, Angel of death thou wilt find 
life by the precepts of Jesus, and died in expecta-) Through every part so infinite alike.’ him there.’ GB: 
tion of admission to the heaven which he reveal-|) When tempests sweep over the world, God is t 
ed. You have seen that his family regard this) there! When the electric fire thunders and flash- INFANT DAMNATION AGAIN. 
charge of ‘infidelity as a gross and shameless slan- les in the heavens, God is there! When the sun 
der upon the character of their venerated relative. ‘rises, ‘rejoicing in the east, throwing his smiles - 
over creation, God is there! When the curtains) Reader, what do you think of this lovely doc- 
right? I appeal to your common sense; I ap- joe darkness cover the earth, God is there! ‘The|t trine?. My mind has been turned to this revolt- 
peal tu. the community. Wherever this distin- \darkness and the light are both alike to bim.’ ‘Hijing theme, in consequence cf attending the fu- 
gnished man is to be classed, he evidently does) i ascend into heaven, He is there: in peerless, yeral of achild 7 weeks old. The Rev. Mr. 
not belong to your party. I have no further inter-| splendor, ineffable raajesty ; diffusing from an in- Otis of this town officiated on the occasion, I 
est in the question than to have the truth prevail, jexhaustible fountain, the mighty Wes of light aud) have no idea em the ae aha holds to 
and if thisbe your ebject, you will no longer|life, and love from world to'world, and from sys- online = pee “s Mapes pag psi 
claim Thomas Jefferson as an infiidel. |temn to system. ee long. eigen oe od ik ree 
\there also ; ; still actively and manifestly einpl d| (orem such segpeeisseneee il — en 
Y ployed) sentleman, that, on that occasion, he did in 
in the sume benevolent pursuit: still; though in a! got inculcate the idea that infants were exposed 
different manner, promoting the calm, but unceas-| zo the pains of hell forever: For he in the 
ing career of vitality and happiness; harmoni-) frst place read one of Watts hymmsas follows: 
Dane SRNR AE inf HTCN VA reece eee 
7 oethines: 
my regions of the tomb; rendering death itself) “Tangs eveasing tines 
OMNIPRESENCE GF GOD. |the mysterious source of reproduction and new || Upon life’s feeble strings. ig 
‘Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I] existence ; and thus literally making the ‘dry boues| 
flee from thy presence? If Iascend up into heaven, | jive, and the ‘dead sing praises’ to his name.’ i 
thou art there; If Imake my bed in; hell,behold thou}! ‘ pe | 
St tere) Hi | take hocdiane ibthe amos , and I]. God is also discoverable in the moral world.) _ 3 i 
dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; even pe fyranny and oppression sometimes appear to wi-| tow a sie era) of Teoson, Rehet G3 Fae 
shall thy hand lead me, and thy right aed ha hold mph. Nation rises against nation. out of such words as Chgs used on the occa- 
me.’ Ps. cxxxix: 7-10, | sion of the burial of an infant. 


ed by the principles of common honesty, I sup- 
pose. Now I demand to know upon what au- 
thority you claim Mr. Jefferson as an infidel.— 
You have seenthat he called himself a Christian 
and wished to be so regarded by his fellow-men.— 


Original. 


Can you consider your course honest, fair, just, 


If I deseend into the grave he is. 
B. Warman. 


ed 


EKommunicattows, 


Original. 


ESSAYS ON DEITY. 
Number Four. 


_Infinite joy or endless woe 
Aitends on every breath ;;— 


Wars and| 
cyminotions destroy the peace of society.” Bui) 
tn the science of Theology there is no subject|how soon do wesee the great Sovereigu controll- | 
more interesrtng than the universal presence ot} ing human passions, and preparing the elements! : 
Deity. Itis fruitful with the most exalted ideas| He is seen walking in the earth, | Well; the child had breathed’ many times, and 
of His nature and perfections. The sentiment, |‘in the cool of the day, stilling the madness of |29 one will pretend it had done any thing to, 
however, is not obvious to every mind. It needs ithe people; causing “he wrath of man to praise) secure its eternal well being and the poet “has 
some reflection and 1esearch. We are much in-| told us that, ‘the eternal state of ait the dead, 
clined to judge ef God by ourselves; toascrihe to | lepend on life's feeble string : © codentate oF 
‘suman wretchedness! If this is really the case, 
we ought to mourn and Jament, that God, in 


‘Infinite joy or endless woe, 
Attends on every breath.’ 


lof moral beauty. 


‘him and restraining pte remainder,’ 
lieclares ‘the glory o 


As nature} 
f God, so the moral world) 
eo our worst passions and our limited nature.) will unite with it and endless and perfect praise | 
e are confined within certain limits, av at-| will be the result! —* si | 
tention must be directed only to Tae tee the pbysical and Caer ab ie se a [tig infigite Joanera Gish ERAT AyUy Bena eam 
We attribute the same imperfection to Him, ‘whon:| the present, to the future, the’ future to ete ri [Pron eneer Nie as eae at: 
4 i > rity. |\stood by our partialis st brethren, on the day ried 
the heaven of heavens cannot contuin’- Sucl;| A cousciousness of the divine Presence has an-| transgresssed the command not fo eat of th 
views are derogatory to God. In order to correct||imated and consoled the wise and the good of all rorbide’ ‘en tree. Yea we should call on i 
them, we shall in this number present the sub-) ages. A belief has ever prevailed that neitherearth and all that is therein to movrn in sack- 
Ject ina mote consistent and elevating ferm. Ac-| lvirtne nor vice will gounnoticed Under its in-! cloth, and curse the day of their birth; and in- 
cording to our getieral plan we shall present a ‘fluence many havewillingly suffered as mantyrs for jstead of calling on men to praise the Lord for 
definition of our subject. the cause of truth and virtue. For the purity of bis goodaess, we well might call on them to 
‘their motives they have appealed to Him who sees|" stand aghast, for fear of the monster who had 
diffuses] the inmost recesses of every heart; aud who thief galled Shenae easetencs aa 
himself through all, and is the great director o! solemnly declared ‘that He will render to ever porcnms neers 4 7Qan mar 
all.” How grand is God! He fills, bounds and) man according to his deeds. ' | Lebanon, April V5, 1835. 
com all. The old philosophers said of Him,! On the vicious, the effect is diveetly the reverse.| PARTIALISM. 
nae . a aie eGR seit ey mse? Wiel, God aecnshems sulicient Oh, Partialism! how long wilt thou boast thy- 
-|to poison every enjoyment. Go where they “may,) \self over every name and denomination under 
ject tothe test of examination; for ut this day the same eye isupon them. ‘Thou: art weighed lheaven: how long will you,keep the creature, 
the keen spirit of inquiry is abroad, and proof j is) in the balance and found wanting,’ is written on) man, subject to vanity—how long will you con- 
demanded of every position, not excepting the ex-| every object. With all the Strivings of the human |tinue to dress yourself) up in the garb of chris- 


Saurin says, “The om- 
nipresence of God is that universal properiy by 
which he communicates himself to all, 


istence of God. | heart, it hasbeen found utterly impracticable to! 
I. Jf God is limited in his presence or perfec- destroy this all pervading wuth. Iz is found among) 


} ) 
tions in any respeet, he must be imperfeet, which! the most enlightened, as well as the most sava 


ce 
: tJ 
ot once destroys our idea of God. 


Bat we sec} of our race. To illustrate our subject, and the! 
the effeets and signs of an omnipetent Being 
shrough the whole creation. There is a creative|) 
intelligence which has established the order, de-)) 


ing Arabian tale as related by Mr. Harris. 


general belief of mankind, we/present the follow-} -hall bruise the serpents nead—till all shall 


| tienity—how long will you continue te mingle 
| with our dev otions—lto w long will vou contin- 
jue to curdle the purest waters of social inter- 
course? Till sin sha}l be finished and transgress- 
ion has an end—till the seed of the woman 


know the Lore from the least to the greatest— 


‘As Solomon was one day walking with a per-|/1i] love shall overcame hatred, and_ ther shall . 


pendencies and harmouy of nature. God has! jean in Palestine, his companien said to him withthe pure principles of Einizerssjigi 


diffased and spread abroad bis perfections even to|horror, ‘what hideous specire is that which ap- dominant over the wide 
proaches us? I don’t like his visage. Send me!l minions. 


iifigity, 


bia & Ady. 


reig 
domain of Gate 


1 eat 
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| . perhaps have left a revival in progress, and gone up to the 
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JUBILEE in Heux.—It will be seen from the following 
which we cut from the New York Evangelist for March 
14, thai there musi be, about these days a time of re- 
joicing in the miserable abodes of the damned. In for- 
mer times it was supposed that the miseries of the damned) 
in hell would know no intermission, or cessation through 
the endless ages of etemity. But the Rev. Mr. Finney, 
the author of the following extract, has poured some new 
light upon this dark subject. There can be no doubt that 
Mr. Finney knows as much about hell and its inhabitants 
as any man living. He has preached it as much, and de-| 
scribed it with its devils, and all its infémal apparatus. of 
torture as ofien, and as minutely as any man. We know 
not whether he has any communication with his satannic | 
majesty, and receives from him a report of what. is going 
on,nor, will we inquire howhe obtains his knowledge. It 
is enough for us to know that his evidence is such that he 
has ‘no ddubi’ of the truth of what he asserts, and when 
a minister has no doubts, why should the people be doubt- 
ful? * But we are wondering. We were about to say that 
in these latter days, even the inhabitants of hell have their|| 
seasons of rejoicings. About these days they must be 
holding their jubilee. If any man has a lingermg doubt 
that the presbyterians are very pious people. or that they 
Jove one another most sincerely, let him hear Mr. Finney. 
These: are his words. 


‘These things in the Presbyterian church, their conten:| 
tions and janglings are so ridiculous, so wicked, so out: 
tageous, that no doubt there is a jubilee inhell every year, 
about the iime of the meeting of the General Assembly. 
And if there are tears in heaven no doubt there would be! 
tears shed over the difficulties of the Presbyterian ‘Church, || 
Ministers have been dragged from home; year by year, and: 


\ 


General Assembiy, and there heard debates and witnessed 
a spirit by which their souls have been grieved, and their 
hearts hardened, and they have. gone hoine ashamed of 
their church, and ashamed to ask God to pour out his 
spizit upon such a contentious body,’ 

Let the reader carefully peruse the above passage, and) 
eonsider from whence it came. Mr. Finney is a Presby-|) 
terian, and of course hasa much better ‘opportunity to 
know them, and understand their spirit than we’ have.| 
Being counted by them as heretics, we of course must! 
stand inthe outer court of their temple, but Mr. Finney, 
has been into the ‘sanctum sanctorum’ and admitied to a 
knowledge of all'the mysteries behind the veil. Hence 
we are inclined to believe that he draws a true picture of 
their standing and character. Weare right glad that they 
arecoming to themselves. In their blindness they have 
long said ‘we are rich,’ but now they are some of them} 
_eble to see they ate ‘poor and miserable and blind and) 
naked.’ They come home from the assembly ‘ ashamed} 
of their church.’ We are glad of it, we have long been 
ashamed of them, and we rejgice. that they are beginning 
to be ashamed of themselves. It affords an evidence} 
which we have long desired to see that they are not utterly! 
iost to all sense of shane, and we hope that ere long they) 
may be led to repentance. If what they say of one anoth- 
er is trug, there is certainly nota more ungodly set of men | 
on earth than these same Presbyterians, who before the| 
" world claim +to be considered the salt of the earth. 

By the way, we havea word for theear of Br. Thomas of, 
» Philadelphia before we close. Br. T. you ought not io 
complain of Ds. Ely for retreating from the controversy | 

with you. You know that the Dr. gave asa reason for dis-|! 
continuing the discussion, the fact that he was going to at- 
tend the General Assembly. Now the Dr. is a benevolent 
man. He pities the condition of the miserable inhabitants 
of hell, and he wants to let them have a jubilee occasion. 
ally. He knoweth that hell is filled with rejoicing, when} 
ians quarrel, - he cannot deny them, the lit 


taking the offerin 


jthe ‘first fruits’ of them that slept. 


tle comfort they may take in seeing him and his brethren by. 


the ears. 


Seriously however, this picture of the Presbyterian As: || 


sembly, is truly worthy of serious attention, and in view of 
it we may significantly say, ‘Behold how these brethren love} 
one’another,’ If this is the spirit of the Presbyterian! 
Church we say with one of old, ‘My soul, come not into) 


their secret, &c.’ I. D. W. 


Curist HE FIRST Fruits.—Theapostle Paul speaks| 


of the resurrection of Christ on this wise. 
is Christ risen from the dead, and became the first 
fruits of them that slept.’ I Cor- xv. 20. 

There is more meaning in these words ‘ first fruits’ 
than the casual reader would be likely to discover :— 


and it is the object of this article to illustrate and ex-| 


plain their bearing upon the subject of the resurrec 
tion of the dead to which they are applied. Calmet 
gives us the first explanation of the ‘first fruits’ as 
they were offered among the Jews. 

‘ They were presents made to God of part of the 
the fruits of the harvest, to express the submission, 
dependence, and thankfulness of the offerers. 
were offered in the temple before the crop was gath- 
ered; and whenthe harvest was over, before any 
private person used the corn. The first of these 
fruits, offered in the name of the nation was a sheaf 
of barley, gathered on the 15 of Nisan (August) in 
the evening and threshed in the court of the temple. 
After if was cleansed, about three pints of it were 
roasted and pounded in water. Overthis wasthrown 
a log of oil anda handful of incense ; and the priest 
g, waved it before the Lord towards 
the four cardinal points, throwing a handful of it in 
the fire on the altar, and keeping the rest.’ After 


this all were at liberty to get in the harvest.’ 


There were besides these, several ‘other kinds of | 
fruits, offered with appropriate ceremonies, which we | 


have not room to describe particularly. The first 


fruits of the different kinds of grain, asalso of the 


increase of the flocks were offered to the Lord, and} 


our remark will hold good in its application to them 
all. They were specimens of the harvest that was to 
follow, and the lump that remained was sanctified 


jand made holy by this offering of the first fruits. 


Now the reader will bear in mind, that it is in di- 
rect reference to these offerings, that Christ is called 
If therefore 
the figure used by the Apostle is good, and the par 
allel holds in its most important particular, than it 
will follow that the harvest of the dead is sanctified 
by the first fruits which have been offered. ‘This 
would be the legitimate inference from the figure.— 
For if the first fruits sanctified the harvest, so shall 


the first fruits. 


This inference is sanctioned by the clear and ex. 
plicit testimony of the Apostle. In his Epistle to the 
Romans Chap. xi. he says. ‘Ifthe first fruits be ho 
ly-the lump also shall be holy.’ Let this text’ be 
coupled with the one already under consideration, 


and the doctrine is as joyful as the testimony 1s clear. |: 


In one, the apostle dcelares, that Christ has ‘ risen 
from the dead and become the first fruits of them 
that slept : 
fruits be holy the Lump also shall be holy.’ 


In the original offering it would. indeed’ have been | 


a most singular circumstance, had the Jews offered 
the fist fruits, and found them good, and then found 
a haryest blasted and worthless. Thetruth was,that 
the first fruits were but a specimen of the harvest, 


* But now |, 


‘They | 


and in all cases the husbandman’ had a right to ex” 
‘pect a crop, which should correspond, both in kind 
ane quality with these fruits. So according to the 
| apostle, it is in the ingathering of that harvest which 
|God will reap fromthe field of death. We have a 
|right to look for a harvest which shall ba both in na- 
|ture and character like the first fruits.” Hence we 
conclude, that the figure of the text must be most 
sadly mutilated, before it can harmonize with the 
|popular notion, that a great part of the human race, 
| will come in from the grave little better than infinite 
\devils ; and certainly it reflects but little honour up- 
lon the name of the Saviour to make him the first 
| fruits of a harvest so utterly worthless. 

If in ancient Istael a person had designed to learn 
\what would be the quality of the harvest, he might 
|have obtained all necessary information, by an ex- 
amination of the first fruits that were brought to the 
| temple. If we wish. to 
|know what will be the nature aud character of man 
‘in the resurrection state, we may look to Christ as 
| the first fruits, and know that we shallbe like him. 
|Lf he in his risen triumph over death, was sinful and 


So inthe’case before us. 


\corrupt, then may we conclude’that we’ shall be so 
| too. Butif he was holy, then shall the harvest also 
||be holy. 
| These views of the resurrection are as honorable 
'to God asthey are consolatory toman. They present 
ithe great Creator engaged in a work that is worthy 
the character of a God of infinite perfections. He is 
seen raising the sleeping millions into life, not to. 
I sratify amalignant spirit of revenge, orto perpetrate 
sin and suffering ; but for the more noble and God 
\likke purpose of rendering them holy and happy in his 
Thisis the harvest that: is worth the 
zathering. It was this that enabled the apostle to 
endure hardness as a good soldier, for he was cheer- 
ed in every hour of trial with the consolatory assur- 
‘ance, that, though now he was subject to the law of 
jsin and death, yet, the morning of the resurrection 
|shall findhimin the image of his beloved Lord and 
| master. Bless the Lord oh! my soul, and all that 
is within me! Bless his holy name! The first 
\fruits have been offered, ‘ without spot or blemish.’ 
|The final ingathering shail come, and holy angels, 
| with the myriads of the redeemed made white in the 
blood of the Lamb, shall shout the harvest-home. 

Ts) Demy 


|| presence ? 


| DeEsigN OF «HE Divine LAW.—lIt is byno means a 
useless ani unprofitable inquiry, what is the design 
lof that, moral law which was given by the Creator for 


the regulation of human conduct ? Not is it the re- 


| Christ sanctify those of whom he in his risen glory is/jsult of an unjustifiable and impertinent curiosity. — 


‘It isa question in which all are interested, and 
which has an important bearing upon every system 
of morals and religion. If we ascertain the object. 
of law, and find that object to be a good one, we 
aaturally yield a more willing” and constant obedi- 
ence. We haye stronger motives to obey, for the 
| reason that obedience more deeply interests our- 


selves. | 


’ 


It is believed that this subject is not always cor 


and in the other he asserts, if the first rectly widerstood , or if understood, is not always cor- 


irectly represented. ' By religionists at (he present 
day, the law of God-is too often set forth in the light 
lof an arbitrary command; that has but very. little 
connexion or concern with the happiness of those 
who obeys Obedience is enforced more from tho 
consideration that God sternly and peremptorily re_ 


, 
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quires it, than that man is benefited by it. Andmen| 
are taught to act more for the glory of God and the} 
fear of his wrath than for the happiness ofthemselves 
and their fellow men. To act for the promotion of] 
theiy own happiness is called selfishness, end denom 


inated sinful. 


And the law moreover is, invested with a kind of 
anapproachable sanctity, which raises it above the 
enjoyments and every day affairs of life- It is coat 
sidered as something awfully sacred, the violation of 
which involves the mosttremenduous and even end- 
less consequences. Under such circumstances the} 
constitutional fear of this tremenduous wrath, where |} 
every faculty is expected to obey, renders even obe |} 
dience, missing. 


it 


Now it seems to us require but a very. little dis 
crimination to ‘discover this to be a wrong view of the 
divine law. That obedience is required for the glo-| 
ty of God may be admitted. Uuqnestionably man 
-was made, as the Westminister Catechism says, ‘ to|! 
glorify God andenjoy him forever.’ Butitis a wrong 
notion to suppose that God is glorified in the endless | 


suffering of men, or their forced obedience to a mere | 
arbitrary command. His gloryis manifested in the} 
perfection of his works and the diffusion of happi-|) 
ness. Hence man was created to enjoy God and be 
happy. Andin atiemptsto secure his own happiness | 
and that of his fellow beings he displays the glory of] 
God, as well as the excellency ofhis own nature. Cre-| 
ated a moral being, the law was adapted to his con-) 
stitution and obedience required that he might be} 
happy. Theend, or object of the law, then, is the|| 
happiness of those who- are required.to obey ; and 
through that, the glory of God. 


Asa judicious wri- 
ter observes, : 


On considering the nature of the Supreme Being,| 
reason gives us much ground to believe, thatthe} 
chief design of all the commandments which hel| 
has given to men, is to promote their happiness.—| 
Independent and | self-sufficient, that Supreme! 
Being bas nothing to exact from us for his own in-/ 
terest-or felicity. By our services he cannot be|| 
benefited, nor by our offences injured. When he 
created the world, it was benevolence that moved| 
him to confer existence. When he made himself} 
kuown to his creatures, benevolence in like man- 
ner moved him to give them laws for their con- 
duct. Benevolence is the syring of legislation in 
the Deity, as much as it wasthe motive of creation. 
He issued -his commands on earth on purpose that, | 
by obedience to them, his creatures might be ren- 
dered happy among themselves in this life, and pe’ 
prepsred jor greater happiness in another. 


The above quotation from Di. Rlair, embraces sen 
timents truly orthodox; butitis a kind of orthoxy 
éonsidered very heterodox at the present advanced 
stage of religious fanaticism. If however, it were 
more generally received, we may well question wheth 
er there would: be so much iniquity as there now is 
in the world. There would be far stronger induce- 
ments to obedience, virtue and uprightness. What- 
ever may be said of the sinfulness of self love, men 
always act with a view of securing theirowna nappi- 
ness, either present or future. Those who are kind 
and benevolent do not indeed lose sight of the happi-| 
ness of their fellow creatures: but they do not on 
that account any the less desire the promotion of 


theirown. And if convinced that law was’ given for), 


this very purpose, how readily would all obey. Let 


| customary to read the sacred 


Unnesstanpine T2s worp.—In ancient times it was!) may, theref e, savor strongly of presumption ia 
Seriptures for the purpose of the writer to enter an exception to its justness and 
understandizg theit teachings. But’we fear that this can” ple Butt Saat myself called on ‘to do 
Hep S usta in tit’ St MISBE BRAN’ e RIOR OC ARRbE oho so more inperiously for the very reason that it has 

a : J | now more weight, than if first penned by as huti- 


be! bleaus individual as myself, and copied coldly into — 


read the word of God in our day, ‘Too many read the Bible} 
as a daily and irksome task, beeause they have been told it) butane periodical. Besides, I write merely 10 cor- 
is theirduty to do so, and not because their minds ate in-/ rect one mistake in it—a tHivg to Which, all men 
strucied or their hearts made gled with the truths which|are nore or less liable, The mistake is this at +i 
theyleam. ‘The effects of reading areas widely different as|S€CMS to me to nissikte ‘the whole and sole object 
themanner. In old time Ezra the Scribe, stood in the pul" Bike pre ee ee ae ~ ace 
pit of wood, ‘and ‘read in the book of the law distinctly, i Wiiy do Universalists object to the publica- 2 
and gave the sense, and caused the people to-undersiand/ cation of fictitious narratives by the Tract society 2 
the reading thereof.’’ ‘And the people went their way to/’/F irst—becauise that association has always apposed _ 
vat and drink andio make great mirth, Leczuse they wn-\ all works of ficiion as highly demoralizing and 


derstood the words that were declared unto thei.’ So), Pernigrus— has issued: tracts against novel read- 
ing—and in thus violating its own laws and in- 


when Philip came tothe eunuch, he said unto him, ‘Un | i ruetions, they deserve our reprobation for “their 
dersiandest thou what thou readest? And when he had ex. ‘incansistency. ~ Second—beeause they have alleg- | 
plained to him the words of the prophet, he went on his!ied,insome cases, and pretended in others, that 
way rejoicing.’ Thus it will eppear that those who read their narratives were facts when they were fictions 
and understand the word willbe made happy by that word, only. They, moreover, publish their fictions as 


! 


‘divine, word diligently, and at the close of every chapter, 


to ‘Prize Tales.’ 


|| we should give both sides a hearing. 


jeither as proof or illustration of Universalism. - We are} 


| edas fiction is true ; but we may be allowed, perhaps, to|/and fictitious representations, used not.to deceive 
‘or injure, but to inpress, persuade, ard benefit? |} 


(See prodigal Son, unjnst Steward, rich man and — | 


On the other hand, those who read and understand not, are} 
tormented with, fears and haunted with superstitians, the! 
legitimate children of ignorance. He, then that would ex-| 


perience the full joys-of christian faith should study .the |! 


i 


he should pause, and ask himself the serious) question, | 


Understandest thou what thou readest ? 1, D. W. 


‘Remarss’ oN ‘ Prize Tates.’—We published a week) 
or two since, as our readers will recollect, some remarks } 
from the Trumpet over the signature of H. B. in reference|| 
We now copy from the Magazine and), 
Advocate a few observations from the penof A. B. G. who |) 
iskmown to be the associate Editor of that paper designed) 
as a reply to the remarks of H. B. 


Justice requires that’) 

i 
lt is quite possible that many things may be said boih 
for and against the publication of familiar tales, designed 


not disposed however to enter into a controversy on the; 
subject, nor say anything io the injury of those excellent 
brethren who have procured at considerable expense sever-| 
al well written tales. That they are designed and publish- 


mention one fact, out of many that might be mentioned, 
which will show that they are not always read and receiv. 
edas such. A gentleman, apparently a man of sense, 
but evidently a very careless reader; once inquired of us; 
| if we could tell. him where ihe town of Z..was, where 
that old deacon tumed his daughter out door ?’ 


i 
| 
1 


H 


We con- 


time we were conyinced that such men ought to be fed 
with plain truth, presented in a manner 
it conldnotbe misunderstood. 

Now if these things be done in agreen tree what shall be} 


so very simple that; 


fess we could hardly suppress a smile; but at the same} 


| 


lings, and effect, by supposed cases, (alias short — 


facts—never prefacing thei with the declaration, 
shat they were mere ‘ tales” . In thus doing they 
are guilty of falsehood actual or tacit. And third 
—Universalists condemmsuch tracts because they 
are offered as proofs, rather than Wlustrations, that 


lour doctrine, &c., is lalse and pernicious—and to | 


render them more effectual, they misrepresent the | 


| views these tracts are intended to oppose. 


2. But Br. Hy B. aud the applauders ‘of his ar- 
ticle will excuse me for saying that not a single‘ 
prize tale’ published in our periodicals is obnox 
ious toany one of these charges. We condemn 
not fiction when not written to deceive or injure. 
We jiublish no tales for true occurrences, but sitn- 
ply as tales. We offer them not as proofs that Uni- 
versalismn is true, or Partialism false, but simply as 


illustrative of the effecis of these opposite senti- 
imenis onthe lifeand character of individuals.— 


And in doing so, care has been taken not to misrep- 
resent the sentiments of our opposers. Certainly 
it is not done, unless the best essays and sermons 
of our oder have done it also. ca 

-8 That it is proper thus to employ fiction in the 
service oftrath, no one acquainted with his Bible 
will deny. For what are its parables and similes 
—iis tropes and figures—so, often used by the 
prophets, our Savior and his apostles—but tales 


Lazarus, &c.) What is all poetry and the imagery 
jof every prose writer, butthe same ? ; 

In couclusion—-I.have never yet had the plea- — 
sure of hearing Br. B., but. trom what I have - 
{heard and read of his sermous, I venture to say - 
that we have few preachers in our order who ~ 
more freyuntly illustrate Universalism, its bear- — 


tales,ihan he does. And, for my part, Tean see — 
vo difference in principle between many short tales, 


|done inthe dry? Itis no vain boast to say that Universal-| 
jisis generally are betier acquainted with theological sub-| 
jects than some other denominations ; and ifthey are some- 
|times deceived, will not limitarians be very apt, perhaps 
lwilfully, to confound fiction with fact, so far as facts are 
related in Universalist periodicals relative to the influ- 


\ 
i 


‘tion? And can they not do it witha better grace, since fic- 
{tion is published in our papers—acknowledged indeed to 
(be mere fiction, but designed as a representation of fact. 
| We donot wish to be widerstood as Opposing or con- 
demning familiar tales. “We merely suggest these things 
‘counterbalanced by the. good resulting from them. We 
jmustleave the subject and give the remarks of A: B. G, 


'‘Sometimes fair truth in fiction we disguise 


| Sometimes present hernaked to men’s eyes.’ ‘[Hesioa. 


it then be impressed upon the minds of all that what 
God requires of us,is required for the advancement of 


our own happiness. "ROW. 


The foregoing remarks fromthe pen, it is be- 
lieve |, of au aged preacher, of Boston, has been 
preity extensively copied into our periodicals, and 
approved by many of our editorial brethren. Ii 


. 


jence of limitarian notions, and condemn the whole as fic- require that, 


las objections ; which, however, may be, and perhaps are, Satcnig 


jin the darkness of night, and the foundations of the. 


and one long one—or between tales in the desk and |, 
tales in our perrodicals. ; : 
. Tam no writer of prize tales, and perhaps on 
that account wauld prefer prize essays -—for 1 be- 
lieve proof and illustration could be combined in 
an essay better than ina tale—but I believe justice 
to those who write and favor such produetions, 
long as they publish them as tales, 
and use no misrepresentation, they should not be 
coufounded and condemned with the deceiving 
seribblers of the American Tract Sagat 
‘ ‘ rf FAL DD. G 


ce a ee “a 


Tue Jaior’s question.—*What must 1 do to be> 


| 
| 
{ 


1 : 


We suppose this question was put by the jailor in- 
reference to the danger that threatened him. It was 


prison were tottering with the violence of an earth- 
quake. ‘he doors of the prison were open and the 
prisoners could all escape, and in such an event the: 
keeper would suffer fora neglect of duty. 


ine 
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ciscumstanees as these, he was afratdl aha inquired | 


what he should do to secure his personal safety. ‘It 
is not ourintention however to give. a labored expo- 
sition of this matter. This has often been\done by | 
| abler pens than ours. \ We only design to offer a few 
' Suggestions which are calculated to show that the com- 
mon use of the passage is improper. “Ii is usnaily 
supposed that the jailo: desired to know what he, 
‘should do to escape hell inanother world. But there | 
are a few things which Will show that such was nol} 


into them?’ 
fall upon them than was sent upon the iolatrons king of Ju- 
dea, 
lidolatrous aliers and anxious-seats, andno more catise 
‘children to pass through the fire, or theymay expecta more | 
signal display of diyinevengeance 
i] 1s 


Br. 
ded for him directed to Perrysburh, Wood co. Ohio. 


Br. Bulkley, haying fixed his residence in New-York! 


| 


1) 

the fact.) i 
1. His conduct does not correspond with such an} 
opinion, The context informs us that the moment. 
before he put the question he drew his sward and) 
would have plunged it to his heart but for the friendly | 


interposition of the prisoner. 


| 


Now according to popular usage we must supppose || 
that the jailor was afraid of hell. He saw the burning | 


lake glowing beneath his feet, and yerily believed) 
that the moment he was dead he should fall into its, 
flames. He was sore afraid. He wantedto be saved | 
from hell; and so he drew his sword in orderto kill| 
himself, and get there as soon as possible ! 
logic 1! 
2. Thereis no‘evidence that the jailor ever beard |\+ 


/ 


of hell. Patil never told him any thing about it un-| 


lesshe preached very differently from his comimon|| 
mode of preaching, for we do not know that Paul used} 
“such a word in the whole course of his ministry.—| 
. Whoever says that the jJailors feats originatéd in such 
a case, can give and this is the 
whole amount of evidence that he can presentin fa-' 
vor of such an,opinion. e 
It would be well however for those who are so 
fond of imitating the jailer, or of extorting his que 
tion from their fellows, to remember that he -was’a 
\ heathen, and there is not the least evidence that he 
eyerheard a'christian sezmon, in his lifé, before he 
propounded this question. é 
Suppose then this heathen jailor was actually afraid) } 
of an endless hell, and, what does it prove? Why | 
‘it just proves that this doctrine.of an endless hell is} 
an old héathen fable and that7is what we hold it in’! 
fuel tobe. So then because a poor heathen,who was 
as ignorant of christianity as a, Hotteniot was afraid | 
of going to hell, we ara to believe this is a Christian 
doctrine !! Out upon such reasoning as*this. Tt 
may doto frighten the creduious, but candid and rea- 
sonable ren, must have better evidence, than the 
mere opinion of a heathen jailor, before they can re- 
ceive this as an important item in the faith of 
Christ. itt, ei 


us his asseition, 


s- 


| 


Manitasseh’ s wickedness,—Whien Mannasseh was king) 
of Judah, he did ‘evil in the sight of the Lord like unto! 
the abominations of héathen.’ Ne built groves fox Baa- 
lim, and altars for all the host of heaven, observed times, ' 
used enchantments and witcheraft, offered sacrifices io| 
Moloch, the Ammonitishgod, and, worse than all, ‘caused! 
his children to pass through ihe fire in, the- valley of) 
Hinnom !’ Such was the practice of this wicked and’ 
idolatrous king, for which he was condemned and Severely! 


punished by the most High, 

Now we wish to inquire, are not modern revivalists pro- 

creding on precisely the same’ principles? Are they not} 
practicing every kindof enchantment for the advancement 
of their own peculiar views and schemes? Are they not 

: building al ars and anxious seats in the house of God, | 
“and causing the p ople 16 eix, anddo worse’ than the hea-. 


. 


en nae reali 


3 
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| 
|| 
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hearts, that this place‘is Ho Jess than the house of, 


| Houkinton, Isa. xxxili. 22. Address to the people,! 
land concluding prayer, by Rev. Mr. Atkinson of 


jenn and devout manner-by the inhabitants, of 


If they do not sacrifice to Moloch, do they not cause||OUS. 
Hi of religious excite! directly from the object of their search: 


they do not-cause them to go through the} 
of Hinnom, do they notsometimes set them)of sin; but nothing can be more absurd. As well 


city, desires all letters, Papers &c. designed for him, to be 
addressed hins‘ ‘Care of P . Price, 2, Chatham-Square, N, 
Nag a ae 

Br. Alfred Peck, has removed from Verhalto Le Roy, 
Gon, co. to which latter place ail letters. and papers de | 
- for him shouldbe directed. He will preach with the| 
ety ia that place, and the one tn Covington: 


- — 
st Charch 

will be’ dedic 
Sermor 


at Gaines, (Fair'Haven, Or- 


Tt 


he new Univ 
i eans co. N 


NAY 2 
|true God, tomorrow. 


by Br. 8.) R. Smith. 


Another Preacher.—Br.A. ©) Phomas iaieoe! the || 
‘public, through the Ch 1 Messenger, that Br. Dy -€. 


‘Smith, a member of the Callowhill (Universalist church,) 
Philadelphia, entered the harvest field 
Lorddn' Yhursday evening, the 23d ult. 
iwell yeeeived bya respectable audience. and Br. 8 


His discourse was | 
is Spo] 
ken, of asa worthy man. 


; if ! 
Depication av Guitrorp, N. H.—The fol- 


= 


n Meeting, House in Guilford, IN. H. 
ie Dedication of the Union NE House | 
at Guilford; took place on Whursday last. Phe! 
day was fine and the scene was joyful. Ministers 
‘and people of different opinions came together 


before the fire of a heated oven in’ order to roast religion 
Let them beware lest a more fearful cuise 


Let them cease their enchantmenis, pull down their} 
their | 


than tha Assyrian captiv-| 


D. R. Biddlecom wishes all letters and papers inten-| 
1 


ted 16 the worship of the only ||. 


as aservant of the ||} 


oveing from the ‘Star aud Universalis’? brings) 
us the happy tidings of the dedication of a Un- 


may we expect grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles, 
as to expect to obtain true and lasting pleasure,.from 
an indulgence in crime of any description. . Wisdom’s 
ways are ways’ of pleasantness, and all her paths 
axe paths of peace. It is, therefore, only in the ob- 
setvance of her wholesome councils, that we obtain 
Pope wisely says— 


| 


| 


|Our object. 


I ‘Virtue alone is happiness below.’ " 
| Let the young, ‘and all who are in pursuit, of pleas- 
jure, bear in mind this one thing, that it cannot be 

‘In 
this right hand 
Of these pleasures we 
will but cultivate a spirit of 
and he who dwells in love, 
dwelleth in’ God; and God dwells in him. Tt is per- 
fectly plain, that if we dwell in love, we shall enjoy 
é presence of our God, and therefore shall partake 


lobtainads except in the practice of holiness. 
God’s presence is fulness of joy, and a 


| 
[are pleasures for ever more.’ 
\| 5 
May now partake, if we 
love ; for God is love, 


jot the never failing pleasures which he has in store 
i)for us. / i 8. D. 

i * D 

| “Beligions 2 ottecs. 


} 


Br: 


| 
i ©, Woadieees of ee will preach at 
| Newark, N. J., on the 4th Sabbath in May. 

Br. W. A. Stickney will preach at Killingworth 


on the 5th sunday inst. and at so; a on Monday 
evening June Ist. 

| By W.A 
4th sonday im May, and a ‘lecture at 
ord centre, at 6 o'clock. 


. Stickney will preach in’ Burlington the « 
‘New Hart- 


. RO: Williams will preach in Berlin on the 


aig h sabbath—Br. J Shiigley will preach at) West 
SU field same day. 
Br. J. ‘Shrigley will preach at Barkharisted’on the 


4th sabbath inst, and lecture at New Hartford in the 
evening of the same cay-—r. Hitchcock will preach 


aud separated i ia the sweet bonds ‘of the gospel— 
There was nothing occurred in the conduct or’ 


jour peace—we could truly say, i the joy of our! 


God and the gate of heaven! . The house is a ve- 
iry excellentone well finished and painted, and) 
jcaleulated to hold about five hundred persons—it| 
isan honorto the wwe ‘denominations, (UOniversal- 
ist and Christian,)wbo have erected it. “May they 
long continue to enjoy it in the hars&honious spirit! 
of tie Great Head of the Church. The order of 
the services at the Dedication weré as follows :— 
Invocation, by Rev. Mr. Sinclair, of Guilford ; 

Reading of Scriptures, by Rey. Mr. Blaisdel, of 
Guilford ; Dedicatory Prayer,by Rev. Mr. M’Gau- 
ley, of Saudborston 5 3 Sermon, by Mr. Bartlett, of]| 


Meredith: Be mediction, by Rev. Mr. Bartlett.— 
All these’ services were attended to ina very sol-| 


Guilford and the neighboring towns, 


_ NOTICE. 


A meeting of the First Independent Universalist Society of, | 


Hartford, will beheld at their meeting House on Tuesday 
‘levening the 25th inst. at 7 o’clock, to consider a request of'| 
the Rev. ML TL. Smith to be discharged from the office of) 
Pastor of said society, and alsoio transact such other busi- 


ness as circumstances may require. 
By orderof the Commitiee. 


¢ 


eaebea! ‘Nicy 19, 1835- 


7 


Puszasurr is eagerly sought for by all classes of 
men. But few find irue and substantial pleasure.— 
The reason for this disappointment” is perfectly obvi- 


Ispeech of any onv that was calculated to disturb 


at Wolcoitville same day. 


Br. F, iitehcock will preach at Cornwall Hollow 
saturday ovening the 6th of June, and sunday morn- 
ing the Tih, services: commencing at precisely half 
past®. At Limerack village in: Salisbury in the -af- 
termoon, commencing at half past 12. Andat Hitch- 
cock’s Comer in Arme gnia N. Y. at 5 o'clock. 


i 


Hupson River Association. The Hudson River As 
sociation of Universalists, will hold an extra session 
in the city of New York, on Wednesday and Thursday, 
the 1Jith and 12th of June next. Ministering brethren 
andaill friends are affectionately invited to attend. Per 
lordet.: 1. D. Wituramson, Clerk. 


New: Yors Stare Convention.—Lhe Universalist Con- 
\ vention of the State of New-York will -hold its annual 
session at Cooperstown, Otsego county, on the last Wed- 
nesday and Thursday, (27th and 28th days) of May inst. 


‘ : 
CLINTON LIBERAL INSTITUTE. 
“The present term of the Liberal Institute will close on 
the 8th, and the Summer term commence on the 27th 
day of May inst., The ladies’ school of the Institute will 
close and commence again at the same time. The best 
laccomodations can be had for the students. 

D. Prxvey, 


T. Suirn, 
Asi NV. ALES 0 


; E. 8S. Barnum, 
*,*Editors friendly to unsectarian institutions of learn- 
ing will please copy the above. _ 


J. Srepains, Executive 


Committee. 


Novicz.-The residence of the subscriber as 


They engage in those pursuits which lead them 


also the office of the Inquirer and Anchor, in Al 


We sometimes hear men speak of ‘the pleasures 


|/bany will be at No. 88. Beaver. Street, from and 


fter the first of May. ; 
iG sr cee WILLIAMSON, 


a 
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POSBIPARF. 


‘eousness in public and private, and claiming the 
= | first seat in the mansions of bliss ! O let Emily 
[The following lines from the pen of the late Miss rest from such charges. 


: . a Like a reservoir hid- 
Louisa S. Griswold, were addressed to her sister WhO) Jen in the earth and in silence, which from rivu- 
was about to leave her friends and take up her abode in 


| lets still is receiving,in tribute, the waters to fill 
the ‘far, far west. its calm bosom, whilst on the surface that coy-| 
To my Sister. 


| 


Original. so the mind of Emily Teceived from all sources, 
in silence, the knowledge of God, and showed 
‘her works the fruits of her love. 


But she was not long to stay below, for angels 


Onward—aye boldly onward, speed thee on thy way, 
O’er mountain, lake and mighty siream, in distant lands} 


to stray, h : 
And leave thy own New England, and haste thee from] te for heaven. She had scarcely seen her 
netsh rs eighteenth year before :she was called to pay 


her debt to nature. <A fell disease brought her 
isuddenly upon the bed of death, whilst in the 
istrength and beauty and buoyant hopes ‘of life. 


Thou ne’er may’st breathe its fragrant air, or view its 
bright scenes more. 
Yet seek that earthly Pe that world of bliss and) 


rest, But was she alarmed—did she dread her depart- 
With all who hope to find it, in the bright, the far, fat! re? Let the sequel decide. When the cold, 
West— | hand of death was fast marbling her body—-whilst 


Perchance ‘twill o’er thy destiny a rayof glory cast, |/her parents and friends were enci rcled-around 
And cold oblivion’s shadowy veil wijl hide from thee |her,to witness the death of one so fondly beloved, 
the past, __. jin slow accents she raised her enfeebled veice 


j ame may dazzling shine on fames record-|| 3 
ane zie sales y ine pend said—-‘Father, don’t morn my departure—| 
ings ? 


There, where the noble and the brave alone their names || jf am only returning home. Remember how 
Beaks {often 1 have heard from your lips that our Fa- 


Then-on—with willd ambition to lead thee proudly forth | ‘ther in heaven is Jove, and that all are to dwell 
Over the far stretch’d western world, that land of wealth |!2 his presence in heaven and enjoy the sweet 
and worth ; peace of his smiles forever. Oh, father, how 


Nor stay thy rapid progress, till Mississippi’s wave— | those words and parental instructions have de-|. 
Between thee and thy native land its pebbled beaches || lighted my bosom! ‘See there, my dear child 
lave, |‘ you have said, ‘ look over the vast field of crea- 
Till the high and rocky mountains unchanging and the|/tion—behold the wisdom. the power and the 
same, goodness of God.’ I looked and beheld, and J 
Have dwindled inio distance, till the boundless westein -Jearned the rick nature and character of God.— 
main ‘in the ffowers of the field I have seen him—in 
Is spread before thy gaze—nor homeward tum thine eye, / the songs of the birds I have heard him——in the 
But like one bright and gifted one ‘go to: the west and) stars of the firmament, and all the grand works 


! 
! 


aS aa jof iis hands, I have read him——and—0O, that | 
7 he triumph of Faith, |could weep —in my heart—in my heart have | 

A BRIEF TALE. | felt him. 
Emily H—wasa lovely girl ‘There was) ° Father—you gave me a ed in the garden 
always upon her fresh countenance a smile im- |—! have sown it with seeds—yes, you gave me 
printed ; and’that sprightly gaiety, which is the|/2 bed, and God gave flowers. I wed them and 
lecitimate attcudant’ of innocence, was ever a (cherished them— thé; kind Giver I, saw in. then 


her attractive nature. She had gtow th, in their leaves and their blossoms. How, 
nonecould do otherwise than’) oft haved walked in the alleys around them in 
re was lovely ; and what is lovely ' still meditation of Him who blest me so kindly 
when known. Those who have With gifts! Yes, thereis my lily now growing 
seen the plas fil lamb skip over the lawn, and)/~—~™Y pinks and my violets are blooming—m) 
return in its sport to its dam, have seen Emily/*oses have faded and fallen. Don’t mourn, my 
hasten and se ek for her flowers, and return and) dear father—I once used to’ mourn when the 
present to her mother, with an eagerness big with) flowers of my sarden-did fade-—but I learned 


3 
affection, the sweet garland she had gathered and) that the hand that gave them, in wisdom ana 
| kindness, blasted them to renew their rich beau- 


peculiar trait o 
no, enemies, 
leve her—for s 
will be beloved 


*s 


woven. 
How’ beautifil is nature in innocence! How) ities and sweeten my, gifts. ThenIno longe 
beautiful in the first estate, as first from the) mourned when they fell. Yes; the cold fros 


h haus of our God, is man, the handiwork of ‘Jeho- | cut them off that they might bloom fresh agaiu 
‘ah! Who can reflect and not love-—who cannot) ‘with the Spring. 
fope that ali who are marred by the bruises of) ‘ThusI too must fade that I may bloom in the 
- shall be restored to their primitive state !/garden ofheaven, So, father, farewell——for the 
Bat to return present. 
The parents of iumily, educated in the truths)‘ My mother—you are weeping. Don’t you 
tion, instrueted her in the knowl-) remember when youand I watched the chrysali: 


of divine reve fat 

edze of the parental character of the Father of burst frqm its cel!—how it changed from the worm 
the universe. Her young aind had the free ex- |that.was loathsome,to the butterfly, gilded with 
ércise ofits own natural sprightiiness, and that} colors so golden? Don’t you remember how 11} 


elastic vivacity'’which already gave animation to |spread forth its wings in t ieir splendor, and.arose 


THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER AND GOSPEL ANCHOR. 


‘ers it over, the herbage and evergreens grow—|g 


} 
| 
| 


lof Gen. 


and joined in the sports of our youth—we hy 
encirled our parents in love—but we know th: 
our Father in heaven requires that we die, 
ascend to join in thesvorld of spirits made bh 
sand happy in Jove. Ileave you my garden 
flowers. O, look through the blossoms 
grow on the bed where T have spent my morning 
in pruniog and weeding, and see the wise Pow “3 
jet that exists and causes all nature to live.— 
|\How deep and how rich is the volume ! .. 
‘I grow cold—this clod is fast sinking —I'm 
fainting—my spirit 1s almost on wing—our 
Saviour ascended in triumph over death, an as- 
surance that al] shouldascend. .Oh, the depths” 
of his love—the extent of his glory’ Like the 
lily I droopx-like the chrysalis I change—like 
oui Sayiour ascend. ~O—don’t—mourn.’ 
The frost cleft the rose in its bloom, and it 
fell faded and lifeless to earth. The spot where 
it fell was a hallowed spot, made sacred bys 
triumph se great. 
Ob, what a prize is sucha resignation! How 
|worlds sink into nothingness in comparison with 
it. 


Such a faith drawn from the. haadiwork of 
‘God—from the nature of his providence, and | — 
from the records of revelation, is life even im 
death. It has apower that bursts asunder the 
gates and bars of the tomb, and wafts the soul 
|in joyous anticipations, in the likness of the spirit 
lof our Saviour, to the realms of ev erlasting holi- 
|ness and happiness. Shall I hold upin contrast 
‘with it the faith drawn from the man-made creeds 
of Partialism 2? God forbid. 1 will not mar 
the perfection of its character—I will not vio- 
late heaven by such aconitrast. No. Letit - 
stand in the solitude of its own celestial hoh- 
ness and perfection, unsoiled -by an unhallowed 
touch. I will Jay aside my pen, sensible of my 
inability to write upon so exalted a theme—one 
robed in a white ethereal habit—before I stain 
jits spotless purity by an evil touch—and only 
|dwell in contemplation. Mag. & Ady. 


Moral conduct springs from the mutval wants: 
and interests of mankind. *Tt is each man’s in- 
terest that his neighbor should be virtuous; hence 
each manknows that public opinion will ap- 
prove his conduct, if virtuous—reproach it, if 
Ficious. 


The Lord preserveth the strangers: he reliev- 
2 eth the fatherless and widow ; but the way of the 
wicked he turneth upside down. Psalmist. 


HMarviages, 


In Sheshequin on the 2d instant by Evangelist 
Samuel] Ashton, Maj. David L. Scott of ‘Towanda, 
to Miss Julia H. Kimney of the former place. 


Deaths. 


At Stafford April 30, 1835 Mr. Dayid® Tibbils — 36 
years formerly of Springfield. 

In this city, Catharine, aged 14 months, daughter . 
Nathan Johnson. } 
In Hebron, w idow Clarnissa Way, aged 58 relict of 


her soul, acqvired, daily, new life as she advan- from the earth in a triumpa and alighted on the| 
eed in the knowledge of God. But the stores rose in my hand! Oh! mother—don’ t you re- 
of her garnered f faith were unknown by even her member that beautiful type 2 Don'tmomn. J 


friends, until! (he hour most trying of all, tested/am but changing to arise in a triumph o’er death: 
her confidence in Him who isfove. Isay her) to the splendor and bliss of the angels above.— 
faith was not known—-~l mean the extent of it.|You may weep—for affection must weep—bui 
Was she like the noisy professor, clamorous ol |don’t mourn my departure. 

her own perfection aud the sins of others? Was) ‘Fond brothers and sisters—why should you 
she like the bigoted being, declaring self-right-||be grieved ? 


I know we have lived in affectiou,|! 


of the late Daniel 8 . W ay. 


_ REMOVAL. ™ 
THE OFFICE of the Inquirer and Anchor is removed 
to the building formerly owned and occupied by Mr. N_ 
Ruggles in Main St. a few rods south "i 
House. square. Ms 4 
Hartford, April 1835. 
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